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1. {C} Colonel 0l1ds’ initial end of tour rép‘én;t.,_ cnveu".ingl
\@ period 30 September 1968 to |5 August 1967, lwas: forwarded |

W2 hia USAF on 25 Septenber 1og7  ALd initial repott was brigf

and concerned only with evidence relating to fmsurgency -
activities in Northeast Thailand. Colonel ald:' expanded | .,
report was received this headoguarters 27 lctobar 367 "

AT

. [C) The expanded report covers all facets af fighter

tions in SEA for the time frame fnvolved and from the
viewpoint of a historian recarding progress, It is timely
and warrants a detailed review, .

3. (U) Reference page 20, paragraph 4, 7AF disseminates
a daily defense analysis message to all combat wnits detailing
the enemies' defenses and tactics.- Other pertinent information
.15 disseminated as available and required, Specific instance
related in referenced. paragraph is being examined to determfne
if distribution procedures can he improved, '
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TRELE OF OINTENTS

BECTION T - OPERATIONS _
PART I - ECM POD AND MASS TACTICS
PART II - MIG TACTICS
PART ITII. - ATR-ATR MISSILE STRORRY
EART IV - P-dnmm_
PART V = RADAR BOMEING
PART VI - DAIR PROGRAM
BART VII - INTELLIGEWE
BART VIIT - COMBAT ERGLE:
SECTTON IT - MATNTENRNCE
PART I - ORSPHIEH[[‘M
PART II - mwmm.m;zfrm
BART TII = MINNING THE MATERIAL FIMCTIOHS
PART TV - COLISGE EVE TASH FORCE
PART V "~ MAINTENINCE
BART VI - SUPPLY
SECTION IIT - COMBAT SURPORT
BARE I - MILITARY COMSTRUCTION PROGRRM
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BART V - (CIVIC ACTION/COMAINTTY RETATTON BROGRAM
i
By 1117 6% . sscrer W ‘,ga___:f_ri
Ol tod?



. b

~ g R 5 o

’ _ éﬂcha__';j__ } TN .
- , TNTRODUCTTON

1, COMBAT SORTIES
During the time period from 1 Oetobar 1966 through 31 August
"1967, the 8th Tactical Pighter Wing flew 13,249 comhat sorties -

oimar Morth Vietnam and Lace and 1,983 combat support Sorties over
Lans for & total of 15,232 sorties and 27,080 hours.,

2, MBCFAFT/ATRCHEW LOSSES

mmmmmals,znmtmwméwﬂm
3?a.ircn.ftlnamufndﬂ.ch29maj,nnwhat: 1% in F® VIA, two in
R ¥, ﬂminBP'I.aJﬂfmrinIaua;mmenpentimal

I*:mﬂ-m:ewﬁ:atuperattmanmrberafsigniﬂmwtitamhaw
evolved which will be digssssed below in accordahce with the outline
_mmﬂn'l‘ablanfﬁmturm.

ii
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SECTION T

CRARIT
ECM POD ZND MASS TACTICS

] i Eﬂm@.ﬂ;ﬂmtiﬁﬂhaﬂr.mmﬂmﬁhl&qﬁﬂn
durirg sy towe ia:tmd.i:tiu-;o.t'tmaﬂ:—m (ALO-T1) BOM pod and
wimitﬂﬁretmmmﬁohmﬂmtmtmmrﬁnimtoiﬂghter
cperations in World War IT and Horea. -Pﬂﬂrhﬂ:epad.ﬂusmﬂlmt

- In November 1966 the 388th and 355th Tactical Fighter Wings received
their initial deliveries of the ORC-160 pods, The situation changed
dramatically, wWith the easing of the SAM threat resulting from the four-

fow were fired against the strike foroe. Strike forces therefore penetrated
and withdrew almoat with impunity, flying at altitwdes which placed them above
the effective firing range of the majority of the en rouke Flak defenses,
These tactics resulted in another major tangible benefit in the tarqet
area dtself.,  Because amhlargnfnmtimswntmbadtnqeﬁser, they had
to hit the target together, hctinmﬂeviaedtnpamitaighttnsixpsmﬂ
airerafe to roll in virsually simuiltanecvsly. This greatly diluked the ensny
mﬁﬂmaﬂ%ﬂnmﬂlmﬂmmmtﬂy.

After the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing was equipped with pods and resimed
maummmmmm.mmmwmwﬂmhenaﬁmaf
snuggling our fmtimupﬂlaaatnmorthum&r-aftha?—m&wmgam
addinmeamnumlﬂ:{mwagewmshmﬂﬂ its of tha Irom Hand

1
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13,000 to 17,000 feet, strikes one ts three closely spaced targets with all

mimate, and then withdraw in

2
a deceptively well ordered gaggles at W to 600 dmots until cut of the high
Araa. .

misutmmabismPrir;cipJ&bfmr.Mﬁonmtimﬂindmjmﬁtim
with the BM pod, has enabled amta.tmd.cperatiwintha_hightmmmud:"
Bhrmviehmatalnaamttmﬁmitmlyafmumofﬂutmly

oxperienced. It is a souree of
highly competert fighter pilots
that armchair

deegaaﬂ.a!mumtndaﬂywmmp of
performing most effectively in concert in a

tmticia:usnidwulﬂmlmq&rhamaffacuwur a

pertinent tactic,  The value of aircraft formations $ized to the task at hapd

has beon cleacly demonstrated a
leummlaemudﬁunsmnpera

gain, as it has besn so often in the past. This
tions pust not be forgotten in the fikure,
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PART IT
AIR TO ATR TROTICS
—_— s

wtargetaweremﬂe_mtd.ci:ﬁty'ntﬂwnim:
corprised the initial ssries of strikes inst newly relessed taroets such as -
FEP and HOA LAC. It {8 surmised that tical as wall as military consideratians

B présencs
DfﬂGMsmrHﬂniMiﬂsﬂnw.mduﬁngﬂhmsecffarﬁstﬂm
:tﬁk&s,mthgwefmdgreatmm]mln;imlwlmmmm'ﬂreqmmiu

In.the fall of 1966, sporadic attacks by both MIG 17'e snd 21's were
dimhe_nd at tha strike forces, These inereased in intensity as the QRO-150

Toiard the latter part of March the MIGS camd up again, reseting at this
tiwet:usuﬁnammeﬂwiﬂu.nlﬁnﬁiasafmi. Tha Easter Sunday strike
ml:m_a:m'mystmageuaainagmdgswuph. MIG-].T;c_ruJ:nfl-nAUn:_

Targets at t
alectrical dstribution plants, and major marshalling yards near Hanol, After
m:.umammmmmmmpmm_mm, The &th was assigned -
tuaEcﬂrtthgaESEH&ﬁnﬂﬂEBEﬁthwasusigrEdtnthEHEEm.
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Ereny defensive reaction combinued to incresse. More air babbles cocurced
May than at any previcus time in the war, I am provd to. report that the

a single aircraft to enemy alr during the iod they were
escarted by the 8th Wing, )

:
:
:
i
1
:
:
:
5
1
;
i
E

ﬂaf&n&iﬁtffurt.-bht&ttil]ﬂJﬂlydidﬂleEﬁagajmmmterm. This
was on a strike at HA GIA,mesr PHUC YEN Adrfield. In this case I balieve the
mma:timmhalﬂnartedbymwimnmpr&mmm.

m1mwmmm&—m@mtmmmwmm@,
ﬂmmlhm&:h@,wmm%:ﬂm&wﬂmam.
Reaction was violent, More intense flak, more SAMs, &nd more MIGs were
encountered than anytime since spring. Uhen strikes were redivected to the
railroads, enemy air cgposition again slacked off, though sporadic encounters

. 'Mitumld&pp.uﬂmtﬂﬁmacﬂmmbemu:ipmedwimmm
_m:uikaammmaﬂmmlucr&thamzqminﬂwemiﬁmmi -
area, This applies only to USAF strikes, At thig level, the pattam does
notamearmdninﬂin_thacaa&nfmmmlaircpgaraﬂ. B

MIG tactics have varied censiderably ocver the pericd, Everything from
single, apparently uncocrdinated attacks, through highly effective, well
coordinated group attacks involving as meny as sixtesn aireraft have bean

The MIG 21 was generally vectored onto the force from a high stern
guarter pasition. MIG 17s most often came in on a low, stern quarter attack.
Occasionally the MIG 175 met the forcs at low altitodes, rolling in to attack
from the three to nine o'clock position. ) )

Of the two aircraft, the MIG 17 was the mast difficult to engage success=
fully, Itappauedtimﬂeiﬂﬁmawm:entadjﬂtm:tdisammatﬁm
knots below 15,000 feet nlt!‘mghmm&mimhmmag&dtuminm
the force out of an overcast, supersonic, and successfully attacked the
trailing P-4 flight frem the desp six o'clock. Two F-ds wers destyoved on
that oscasion, The MIG 17 enjoys definite advantages, With its low wimg
losding and augmented thrust, it can tuen and maintain a relatively high MACH.
In fact, the tusn eapability of the MIG 17 is diffieult to believe wntil one
sees it. This characteristic necessitated the formilatics af spacifieo
offensive and defensive tactics on our pare. .
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OBSERVED TACTICS

1. Dfﬂmive-mseueuluﬂcuionstmmhauehamubaenud'mmﬂu
“decoy" tactic. This consicts of ane MIG, lew and relatively slow, with two
to thres MIGs approvimately two miles in trail, The lone MIG defindtely

nallingathentimtnhﬁmauLn'matm'pttumttmanF-l attack, setting

Wcammllymﬂe_nmpaaanfﬂﬁstypauﬂﬂmmmr_&ed:eckmaetup
the cefenaive orbit. antlyﬂulﬂﬂllhuheenwlq,minmehiﬂ:
sln*d'elock supersonic attack, This usually consists of two MIG Jls ab
smcmﬁmmmmwmm,mmnim
firing paraneters, firirg and disengaging. ALl this is accomplished from - |
ranges and at spesds that make sarly visual detection by friendly forces
marginal. - haﬂm.ﬂeﬂﬁfmmiedﬂttﬂmmﬁplmbfinﬁaupt.
amatiwuﬂ:ayattmhadprimmﬂestﬁkermmadmﬁgﬂemgnt,atm
times on poll in, arﬂ'mrtofta&inthaaarlystaguqfﬂaeegm. JWhy the
de!mummﬂerdueumt}mrm&mmﬂufnmemitcmmﬂ:emmﬂr
Red Rivers inbound is more than T can understand, B has full capability to
do this. Also his failure attack the BO-121 and FB-66 aircraft is
incomprehensible. '

2. Ieﬁnsim—%anft&fﬁstpﬂttmﬂrmmdm']'ﬂti 17 tartics was
very low altituds, purely defensive, orbit, Well aware of the £ that the
Fdﬁdmmam,mﬁmmmﬂmﬂﬂm ¢ AIM=7
and Al radar limitations at low altitudes, Due to the Fé'a inability to

with the MIG 17, the problem of destroving MIGe in the altitnde crbit
complicated further, mmmmmmt@sﬂitmﬂmm
Mmmﬂmtawﬂﬂmasmhmrnﬂwalmﬂmgﬂnédmnﬂmm
a missile shot, hsﬂemmwu.mwbackmﬂmfim,ﬂwﬂmt
almentmmﬂmgemmmmtimﬁorafnllm—m missile attack,

&

ITI.I:I.'l‘Iur
was
and

. ﬁﬁh&ﬂicﬁmmufmtacﬂcmmhnldﬂnlﬂﬁswim-mﬂmbwm
. the ather element achiewsd a position satisfactory to missile Launch parsmatars,

mmtmda&lnpadqtmt_icu&ingmlmdeﬁwmiwmbitw
by an offengive flight floating high and cutside, When an' F-4 flight engaged
the low, orbiting MISs, it would come under immediate attack by the high,
floating MIG flight. The F-ds would be Foroed to disengmge. This tactic was
successfully ommtered in the Bth Wing by working supporting elements in Flights
of four. One elesant weuld engage the low, orbiting MIG flight while the

ing =4 element maintained a high position in readinegs to attack the

high MIG flight when it comitted itself to the attack. This resulted in driving
both MIG flights into the very low, dsfenzive erbit where the separating element
tactic could again be amployed., - :

5 B
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